100              THE   EVOLUTION   OF   HINDOO   THOUGHT.

Now the object of all these systems of conduct, whether
Modern, or Greek, or Hindoo, is to get rid of those cravings of
the senses and appetites which prevent the imion of what is best
in us with the Supreme Spirit. Some, like the Stoics, accom-
plish this by trampling on the senses; others, like the monks
and ascetics, by mortifying them or starving them ; others again
like the Yogis, by putting them to sleep in a trance; but it is
only in Christianity that an attempt is made to accomplish the
same object, not by mortifying the senses and appetites, but by
drawing them oft' to a supreme object of love and devotion
elsewhere.

Such arc the six systems of Hindoo Philosophy; and with

them the principle of Soul as prime factor in the explanation

of the phenomena of the world and of human life, exhausts

itself.     To turn these philosophies into the religions of the

great Hindoo masses, all you have to do is to give life to these

abstract essences by endowing them with personality and will.

For the Supreme  Soul  of  the  Vedanta,  for  example,  you

substitute the god Brahma; for the Supreme Soul, Purusha,

of the Sankhya system, and the material principle or Prakrit!

with which it is bound up, you substitute the male god Siva,

and the goddess Sakti; while for the multitudinous variety of

Nature, good and evil, through which the Supreme Soul is

manifested, you have the gods Vishnu the preserver, and Siva

the destroyer, with their numberless ears, and eyes, and hands.

With these preliminaries we shall now be the better able to

understand the great system of Buddhism, and to  estimate

more justly the part that is likely to be played in the future

both of Religion and Philosophy, by the system now known as

Esoteric Buddhism or Theosophy.     But before passing on to

this, it is necessary with a view to future developments, to

observe that in all these systems of Hindoo Philosophy there is

an entire absence of Science in the modern sense of that term.

As for Physical Science, there is of course absolutely none;

there is nowhere any physical relation established between one